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1. I congratulate everyone on what has been achieved in the past two days. 

2. At the opening of this conference, the Attorney-General outlined his vision for the family law system. He spoke of a system that addresses the often complex needs of families while ensuring that the best interests of children are paramount.

3. And he told us that his vision could only be achieved by everyone having a common goal and working together as a unified family law system.

4. I think we all took his words to heart and, during the past two days, we have worked together to look at what is working well in the current system and what could be improved.

5. Under the theme of better access to justice, we examined ways to build on better supporting families through the family law system.

6. Yesterday, in Plenary Session 1, the panel looked at how the different parts of the system work together. We will consider whether the words ‘National Blueprint’ capture what we are trying to achieve. I think it is important that we have a common understanding of how the different parts of the system work.
7. On working together, Associate Professor Helen Rhoades keynote address on developing strategies for building inter-professional relationships was both informative and innovative.

8. I look forward to progressing the key discussions and findings which have come out of the working groups.

9. In particular, the key findings identified in a number of the groups included the need for improved information sharing across the system. It is vital that we develop formal protocols around client referrals and uniform referral tools if we are to better support families through the system.

10. This has been reinforced by the findings delivered yesterday from the evidenced-based decision-making working group on the need for an integrated family law system database that will assist clients in understanding the system and aid professionals in planning ideal client pathways through the system.

11. We will look at ways to update and build on the existing national database, Family Relationships Online.

12. Yesterday, the Attorney-General indicated  that we all had a responsibility to be vigilant in screening and identifying at the earliest possible stage, at‑risk families, and taking steps to ensure that they are supported through the system. 

13. The panel in this morning’s Plenary Session sought to address the key questions of how courts and the legal and community sector professionals assess what is in the child’s best interests and how to focus parents on decisions that are in the best interests of their children.

14. This theme was continued in the working groups with sessions on options other than court for parents who couldn’t agree, child protection in the family law system, and family violence.

15. The discussions at these sessions highlight specific areas where our department can focus its efforts. 

16. This afternoon we have focused on the particular needs of different groups in the family law system.

17. The agenda for our two days was very full and you have tackled the challenges with honesty, integrity and innovation. I thank you all.

18. The ideas you have put forward during the past two days will help shape the future of the family law system.

19. On behalf of everyone here, I would like to thank all of our speakers for leading us in our discussions, and Les Stahl, for facilitating our discussions.

20. The conference proceedings will be published on the Attorney-General's Department website in due course. 

21. The department will work on developing a first version of a ‘Blueprint’ for wider consultation. The document will also be available on the Attorney-General's Department website for comment.

22. The success of this inaugural conference is reflected in the Attorney-General’s decision to make this a regular event. Planning has already begun for next year’s conference.

23. Once again, I’d like to thank you all for your hard work and your candid opinions and I look forward to progressing the outcomes of this conference. 

24. I’d now like to officially close the Inaugural Family Law System conference and look forward to seeing you back again next year.  I wish you a safe journey home.  Good afternoon.
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