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Survey Supplied by Armidale Christian Book Society

The Armidale Christian Book Society provided a survey of

books from United Kingdom and United States publishers

comparing their prices as purchased from book distributors

in Australia with the prices of the same books if purchased
direct from a United Kingdom or United States supplier.

The Society stated that the data were chosen randomly and

overseas prices converted at current exchange rates.

According to the Society:

The figures show that, despite claims to the
contrary . . . book distributors in this country
are charging retailers a considerably higher
price for books than can be obtained overseas by
importation of editions legally available here.
(The last column shows that it can cost up to
62% more to purchase a book locally.)

The survey appears on the following pages.



us PU13LISHIHW

PUBLISHER.
RUTHOR, TITLE
l#m B. Eerdmans.
Kittel~ Theol.Diet.
of the New Test.

14uest, Word Studies
in the N.T.(4 volsl——

Itere’s Life Pub.
Bailey, Faith is nol
a Feeling

FtcDowellt Fare. Hand=
book of Chr. Knowl

t4cDowell~ Resurrect”
ion Factor

Huntington House.
I I Aranzaj Backward.

Nasking Unmasked
Carr~ Twisted Cross
Pratney, Devil Take
the Youngest

Presbyt. t Reformed
Adams8 Back to the
131ackboard

Dooyeweerd, New Cril
iqtie of Th. Thought

Warfield, Bibllcal 4
Theol. Studies

Purchased in Australia
$L=

\.R.R.P. tDIS- 8FRE- LOCAL
$A COUNT lGHT COST

578-23 40 0 346-94

135-07 40 0 81-04

1o-1o 40 0 6-06

38-65 40 0 23-19

14-20 40 0 8-52

10-55 40 0 6-34
16-95 40 0 10-16

14-85 40 0 8-91

10-44 40 0 6-26
.
140-45 40 0 84-27

23-34 40 0 14-00

Intervarsity Christian Press.
Millert Singer I 13-99 40 0 8-39
White, Iron Sceptre 16-92 40 0 10-15

Word. I
O’Brien, Colossians &
Philemon I 48-20 40 0 28-92

Pratney, Revival 8-30 40 0 4-9a

Purchased from us supplier
$0=

U.S. =SA %01S- POST COST
R.R.P. COUNT AV. % $A

299-50 455-24 40 15 314-12

69-95 106-32 40 15 73-36

5-95 9-04 50 15 5-20

19-95 30-32 50 15 17-44

6-95 10-56 50 15 6-07

4-95 7-52 55 15 3-89
7-95 12-08 55 15 6-25

6-95 10-56 55 15 5-47

5-50 8-36 50 IS 4-81

65-00 98-90 50 15 56-81

12-95 19-68 50 15 11-32

5-95 9-04 40 15 6-24
8-95 13-60 40 15 9-39

22-9S 34-88 40 15 24-07
3-95 6-00 40 15. 4-14

:XCESS
L/$0
%

110.4

110.5—.

116.5

133.(I

140-4— .

163.0
163.a

163.C

130.1

148.1

123.7——

134.:
108.1

120.1
120.:

u
m
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Wangelical Press.
)udgen, Charismat-
ic & Word of God

I

22-50 40 0 13-50
tdwards, Shall We
Dance? 7-32 40 0 4-39
?yle, Daily Reading 18-75 40 0 11-25

iodder & Stoughton (’UK)
Blanch, Way of
Blessedness 8-75 40 0 5-25
:astle, Book of
Christian Prayers 29-65 40 0 17-79
Pytches, Come Holy
Spirit 9-95 40 0 5-99

[intervarsity Press (UK)
Xmglas, New Bible
Dictionary

I
61-60 40 0 36-96

Robinson, Expositor
Preaching 17-06 40 0 10-24
#iersbe, Great
Christians 6-70 40 0 4-01
~olters, Creation
Regained 12-81 40 0 7-69

Kingsway.
:ooke? The Risk
Dayton, Strategy fo
Worship
Lloyd-Jones, Joy
Unspeakable

Scripture Union.
-, Daily Bible
St.John, Other
Kitten
Stowe~l, 80% Little
Fish Books

8-35 40 0 5-01

21-95 40 0 13-17

19-95 40 0 11-97

20-44 40 0 12-26

4-28 40 0 2-57

69-28 40 0 41-57

Purchased from UK supplier
$0=

J.K. =$A 8DIS- POST COST
?.R.P. COUNT AV. t $A

5-95 12-91 40 8 8-37

1-95 4-23 40 8 2-74
4-95 10-74 40 8 6-96

2-25 4-88 35 8 3-43

7-95 17-25 35 8 12-11

2-50 5-43 35 8 3-81

21-95 47-63 40 8 30-8’?

4-95 10-74 40 8 6-96

1-95 4-23 40 6 2-74

3-95 8-57 40 8 5-55

2-25 4-88 40 8 3-16

5-95 12-91 40 8 8-37

5-95 12-91 40 8 8-37

4-95 10-74 35 8 7-54

*l-25 2-71 35 8 1-90

20-00 43-40 35 8 30-47

:XCESS
;L/ $0

t

161.3

160.2
161.6

153.1

146.9

156.7

119.7

147.1

146.7

138.6

158.5

157.3

143.0

162.6

135*3

136.4

u
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The Committee’s Book Price Survey

The Committee’s survey principally covered recently
published paper-back books for the general market which
had been placed on sale in Canberra bookshops. All
carried the recommended retail sale price in Australia
and in one or more of the following countries, namely,
Canada, the United Kingdom and the United States.

The overseas prices were converted to $A at the
exchange rate prevailing at the time the information was
collected. The difficulty in making comparisons between
this converted price and the Australian recommended retail
price is that the exchange rate for the deregulated $A may
have been quite different at the the when the Australian
recommended retail price was set.

As will be seen from the Table, the survey suggested
that the average United Kingdom retail price was 11.16%
lower than the average recommended Australian retail price,
the average United States retail price 11.87% lower than the
average Australian price and the average Canadian retail price
17.11% lower than the average Australian price. The Australian
price, of course, includes the cost of freight and insurance
as well as handling and distribution charges. Since books are
intended to be sold at the same recommended retail price in
Alice Springs as in Sydney, the price presumably carried an
Australian average loading for internal freight and insurance
charges.
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COPYRIGHT LAW REVIEW COMMITTEE

BOOK PRICE SURVEY

Average U.K. book price: 3.30 = A$8.20

(213 titles) . ~ (Exch. rate: .4024 - 01/03/88)

Australian average price for same titles: $9.23

Percentage difference: U.K. prices are 11.16% lower

Average U.S. book price: $5.10 =A$7.13

(54 titles) (Exch. rate: .7150 - 01/03/88)

Australian average price for same titles: $8.09

N! Percentage difference: U.S. prices are 11.87% lower

Average Canadian book price: S6.42 = As7.17
(108 titles) (Exch. rate: .8960 - 01/03/88)

Australian average price for same titles: $8.65

Percentage difference: Canadian prices are 17.11* lower



Feist

Hughes

Leiber

Lee

Leonard

James

Toy

Crowley

James

Bainbridge

McGough

Roson

Geldof

Howard

Ewart

Tillyard

Shakespeare
Wright
Wholey

Crystal

Title

A Darkness at Sethanon

The Prophet of Lamath

Swords and Delivery

Nights Master

Glitz

Shroud for a Nightingale

The Singing Sands

A Man Made to Measure

A Taste for Death

Winter Garden

Sky in the Pie
Wouldn’t You Like to Know

Is that It?

Ambitions

Light Verse

Shakespeare’s History Plays
Love’s Labour’s Lost

Hardy

The Courage to Change

Listen to your Child

Publisher Printed w!+!J&43JU&

Grafton

Fontana

Grafton

Arrow

Penguin

Sphere

Penguin

Penguin

Sphere

Flemingo

Puffin

Puffin

Penguin

Fontana

Penguin

Pelican

Penguin
Penguin
Fontana

Penguin

U.K.
U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.
U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.
U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

5.95

5.95C

3.95C

5.95C

5.95C

6.95c

4.95C

4.95C

6.95c

5.95C

8.95

12.95c

3.75

6.95c

8.95c

5.95

3.50
2.95

2.50

2.50

2.50

2.99

1.95

3.95

3.50

3.50

1.50

1.50

3.95

3.95

5.95

4.95

1.95

3.50
2.95

3.95

9.95

9.95

7.95

9.95

6.95

8.95

4.95

9.95

9.95

9.95

4.95 0

4.95

9.95

10.95

14.95

14.95

3.95

5.95

8 . 9 5

9.95



Autho C

Jansson
Jungman

Bawden

Sutcliff &

Dickens
Kipling

Kipling

Ransome

Pearce

Dunnet

Hasluck

Frater

Dahl

Maclean

De Silva

Lane
Burton
Parker

Sheldon

Browne

Park
Erdman

Gibson

Thorne

Gerend

Moominsummer Madness

Lucy & the Wolf in Sheep’s

Clothing
Rebel on a Rock

Is Anyone There?

Puck of Pork’s Hill

Rewards and Fairies

Great Northern?

What the Neighbour Did

Niccolo Rising

Truant State

Beyond the Blue Horizon

Going Solo

Santorini

The Fires of Sinhala
The Bronte Story

Women are Bloody Marvelous
The Widening Gyre

Windmills of the Gods

Stone 588

Joining the Grown Ups

The Panic of ’89

Count Zero
Bright Morning

Other People’s Children

Publisher

Puffin

Dragon

Puffin

Puffin

Puffin

Puffin

Puffin

Puffin

Penguin

Penguin

Penguin

Penguin

Fontana

Grafton

Fontana

Grafton

Penguin

Fontana

Penguin

Penguin

Sphere

Grafton

Grafkon

Penguin

EIin!x!

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.
U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

Aust

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.
U.K.

U.K.
U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

2.50c

3.95C

2.50c
4.95C

2.25

2.25

3.95C

3.95C

6.95

4.95C

6.95

5.95C

6.95c

5.95C

5.95C

4.95C

L!AK&

1.25

1.95

1.10

1.95

1.95

2.50

2.25

1.50

4.95

3.95

3.50

2.50

3.50

3.50

2.95
2.50
3.50

3.50

3.95

3.50

2.95

3.50
2.50

Aust,

2.95

5.95

2.95

5.95

4.95

5.95

4.95

3.95

12.95

9.95

12.95

8.95

8.95

9.95

10.95

0.95

6.95

9.95

9.95

12.95

8.95

8.95

9.95

4.95

u
u)
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Authoz

Wallace

Burton

Michael

Phillips
Morris

Bogarde

Highsmith

Seymour

Singer

Fest

Home

Wolff

Avery

Kipling

Dawood

Blair

Cohan

Defoe .

Greene

Mansfield

Goldsmith

Ii-!af2

The Silent Twins

Heartbreak Hotel

Private Affairs

Glitter Baby

Intimate Behaviour

Backcloth

The Boy who Followed Ripley

Harry’s Game

The Markoff Women

The Face of the Third Reich

The Fall of Paris

In Flanders Fields

The Rubs’iyat of Omar Khayam

Selected Stories

The Koran

The Princess of Poor Street

Opium

Robinson Crusoe

Stamboul Train

In a German Pension

The Vicar of Wakefield

Publw●

Penguin

Penguin

Sphere

Fontana

Grafton

Penguin

Penguin

Fontana

Corgi

Penguin

Penguin

Penguin

Penguin

Penguin

Penguin

Sphere

Grafton

Penguin

Penguin

Penguin

Penguin

uLntf2d !ELc LLLA!4stA

U.K. 5.95c 2.95

U.K. 3.95

U.K. 3.95

U.K. 2.95
U.K. 4.95c 2.95

U.K. 5095C 3.50
U.K. 4.50C

3.95 2.95
U.K. 5.95c 2.75
U.K. 3.50
U.K. 14.95C 5*95

U . K . 9.95C :

7.95 5.95
U.K. 12.95c 4.95

H. Kong 10.95 5.95
U.K. 12.95c 4.95

U.K. 14.95c 6.95

U.K. 4.95c 2.99

U.K. 3.50
U.K. 2.95c

2.25 1.50
U.K. 4.95C

3.95 8 2.50
U.K. 5.95c 2.95
U.K. 2.95c

2.5o 1.50

8.95

9.95

9.95

9.95
8.95

9.95

6.95

8.95

8.95

12.95

14.95

15.95

15.95

14.95
16.95

8.95

9.95

3.95

6.95

4.95

3.50



Michener

Steel

Orde

Sanders

MacInnes
Buck

Capote

Cow i e

Stuart

Christie

Chesterton

Tey

Hansen

Marsh

Mi lne

Simenon
Lewis
Keene

McCutcheon

Thompson

Wilson

Potter

Norman
Springer

“s

Zik.k

The Convent

Crossings

Heritage

Tales of the Wolf

Horizon

The Good Earth

In Cold Blood

Fortunes

The Patriots

4.50 From Paddintgon

The Scandal of Father Brown

The Daughter of Time

Gravedigger

Opening Night
Dead Birds
Maigret Mystified

Prince Caspian
Nancy Drew

Summer of Zeppelin
Eloise

All Ends Up

Meet Tom Kitten

Beasts of Ejor

The Golden Swan

Publlshec
.

Corgi UK
Sphere UK

Corgi UK

Sphere UK

Fontana UK

Methuen UK

Abacus UK

Fonkana UK

Futura US

Fontana UK

Penguin UK

Penguin UK

Grafton UK

Fontana UK

Penguin UK
Penguin UK

Lions UK

Armada US
Puffin UK

Puffin UK

Puffin UK
Warne UK

Star UK
Corgi UK

I?rlnted.

U . K .

U . K .

U . K .

U . K .

U . K .

U . K .

U . K .

U . K .

U . K .

U . K .

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.
U.K.

U.K.

U.K.
U.K.

U.K.
Nethlnds

U.K.
U.K.

us/c LLJLJ!!!JSL

4.95

4.95

6.95c
4.95C

4.95C

4.95C

5.95

3.95

4.95

4.95

2.95

3.95C

3.95
2.95
2.95
2.50
2.95
1.95

3.99

3.50
2.95
2.50

2.95

2.25

2.50

2.50

2.50

2.95

1.95

1.95
1.75

1.75
1.95

1.95
2.25

1.95

9.95
8.95
7.95

8.95
8.95

6.95
12.95

9.95
9.95
7.95

8.95

6.95

7.95

8.95 ‘
7.95

9.95

5.95

5.95

5.95

3.95
5.95

3.95
5.95

5.95



Authoc

Brennan

Gibson

Learning

Barnes

Chang

Boake

Prichard

Buckley

Schettler

Frost

Shakespeare

Cooper

Ahlberg

Hewitt

Gee

Dumas

Dodge

Harrison

Title

Demonspower

Count Nero

Orson Welles

Terry White

Mme Sun Yat-sen

Painted Clay

The Roaring Nineties

China

Kashmir, Ladakh &

Zanrkar

Selected Poems

As You Like It

Dawn of Fear

woof

Trance

The Priests of Ferris

The Three Musketeers

Hans Brinker

The California Iceberg

Dragon

Pub li.sher’

Fontana UK

Grafton UK

Penguin UK

Fontana UK

Penguin UK
Virago UK

Virago UK

Lonely - AUS

Planet USA

Lonely - AUS

Planet - USA

Penguin UK

Penguin UK

Puffin UK

Puffin UK

Puffin UK

Puffin UK

Puffin UK

Puffin UK

Puffin UK

printed us/c YdL Aust .

U.K. 2.95c 1.75
U.K. 2.95
U.K. 4.95C 4.95

U.K. 5.95c 2.95
U.K. 4.95
U.K. 6.95c 2.95
U.K. 3.95
U.K. 4.50
Hng Kng 14.95

16.95c 9.95

7.95
Hng Kng 9.95C 4.95
U.K. 2.95
U.K. 3.75

3.95C 1.75
U.K. 1.50
U.K. 3.95

4*95C 1.75
U.K. 2.95

2.95c 1.75
U.K. 4.95 1.95
U.K. 2.25

2.95c 2.95
U.K. 2.25

2.95c 1.95
U.K. 1.75

4.95

8.95

14.95

8.95

8.95

9.95

14.95

14.95

7.95

7.95

3.95

3.95

5.95

4.95

5.95

5.95

4.95

4.95



Author

14inton

McKenzie

Lake

Lever

Greene
Gordimer

James

Matthee

Donlevy

Ellis

Irvine

The roux

O’Brien

Mortimer

Wilson

Upd i ke

Ephron

Deighton

Blair
Callison

Erdman

Giroux

Leasor
Unhr

. .,

Title

Tex

Living with Allergies

Defeating Depression

Acupuncture

The Tenth Man

Burger’s Daughter

Cover Her Face

Fiela’s Child

The Ginger Man

The Sin Eater

Runaway

The Great Railway Bazaar

Girl with Green Eyes

Rumpole

Scandal
Rabbit, Run

Heartburn

Mexico Set
The Princess of Poor Street
A Frenzy of Merchantmen

The Panic of 1989

The Rishi
Tank of Serpents
Th- T,ash  i?mn~rni

Publisher

Fontana UK

Penguin UK

Penguin UK

Penguin UK

Penguin UK

Penguin UK

Sphere UK
Penguin UK

Penguin UK

Penguin UK

Penguin UK

Penguin UK

Penguin UK

Penguin UK

Penguin UK
Penguin UK

Pavanne UK

Grafton UK
Sphere UK
Fontana UK

Sphere UK
Grafton UK
Fontana UK
F!!kllra lIK

mIkEd

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.
U.K.

U.K.

U.K.
U.K.
U.K.

U.K.
U.K.
U.K.
TI K

LELC U.K. lUJ.SL

1.95

9.95C 3.95

3.95

5 . 9 5

7.95C 3.95

4.50C’ 1’.95

6.95

8.95c 3.95

5.95c 2.99

6.95c 2.95

5.95c 2.95

6.95c 2.95

2.95

2.95

5.95c 2.25

3.95

4.95c 2.25

4.95C 1.95

2.95

2.95

4.95C 2.50

4.95C 2.99

4.95C 2.50

3.50

3.50

5.95C 2.95
? cn

5.95
12.95

12.95

12.95

5.95

10.95

8.95
9.95

6.95

8.95

8.95

8.95

5.95

6.95

4.95

7.95

8.95

7.95
8.95
7.95
8.95
9.95
8.95

lnnr

ti
u)
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Author

Wylie

Palmer

Fond a

Leach

Robb

Evans

Evans

Blixen r

Malouf

Ust inov

Tyler

Theroux

Stoker

Slaughter

Rivabella

Watson

Searls

Nable
Campbell

Sampson

Seaton
Gavin
Wambaugh

Reed

The Centre of the Circle

Cats

Jane Fonda’s New Workout

A Potter’s Book

Pack up & Paint

The Englishman’s Daughter

Ari

Out of Africa

Edmondstone Street

Dear me

The Accidental Tourist

The Old Patagonian Express

Dracula

The Innocents

Requiem for a Woman’s Soul

The Power

Jaws - The Revenge

The Prosecutor

Obsession
Black & Gold

Inpersitance

A Light Woman

The Secrets of Harry Bright
Personal Effects

PubllsheL.
PrlW2sl

.

Corgi UK U.K.
Blandford UK U.K.

Viking UK U.K.
Faber & Faber U.K.

Collins UK

Penguin UK

Penguin UK

Penguin UK

Penguin UK

Penguin UK

Penguin UK

Penguin UK

Penguin UK

Penguin UK

Penguin UK

Headline UK
Futura UK

Fontana UK

Grafton UK

Coronet UK
Fontana UK

Grafton UK

Sphere UK
Corgi UK

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.
U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.
U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.

U.K.
U.K.

WLLKLAMLL.

2.95

6.95
8.95C 3.95

12.95

5.25
4.95

1.95

3.50

9.95C 3.95

6.95c 2.95

5.95C 3.95

4.95c 2.95

3.95

2,95

3.95c 2.95

5.95c 2.95

4.95

6.95c 2.95

2.50

2.95

4.95c 2.50

2.50

3.95
4.95c 2.95

2.95

2.95
3.50

7.95

8.95

35.00
19.95

14.95

5.95

9.95

9*95
6.95

7.95

7.95

7.95

6.95

8.95

8.95

9.95

9.95
8.95

7.95

11.95

8.95

9*95

9.95
8.95



tho~

Price
Brown
Hughes

Jeter

Vance

Watson’

Murdoch

Murdoch

Leonard

Harluck

Mortimer

Greene

Hibbert

Greene

Terry

Trew

Unger

Weston

Wesley

Grace
Hibbert

Huxley

,Jijg,,

Ukle

Savannah
Sunset Embrace
The

The

The

The

The

The

Power & the Prophet

Glass Hammer

Brave Free Men

Power

Good Apprentice

Philosopher’s Pupil

Glitz

Truant State

In Character

The Comedians

The French Revolution

Our Man in Havana

King of Diamonds

Yashimoto’s Last Dive

Leaving the Land

Grace Pensilva

Jumping the Queue

Electric City

Garibaldi and his Enemies

The Flame Trees of Thika

Publisher
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